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Overview
This paper is the first of three papers to be presented as a concurrent session on Energy Security. Collectively, the three speakers in this concurrent session will be describing the development of the Index of U.S. Energy Security Risk, analytic extensions to other countries, and a deeper discussion of geopolitical risks. The set of presentations would allow for Q&A at the end.
It’s often said that energy security is one of the top challenges to America’s future prosperity, national security, and quality of life in the 21st century. But what does “energy security” actually mean? It's much more than just oil imports and prices at the pump, and requires a reliable supply of clean and affordable energy, consistent with domestic and international objectives and sustainability. Collectively, energy security encompasses a range of considerations — long-term and short-term, domestic and foreign, economic and political, and reliability in the face of natural and man-made risks. 
Energy security has occupied the minds of policymakers since the Arab oil embargo on the early 1970s. This concern, however, has not been matched with metrics that allow for a quantifiable, dispassionate, and comprehensive assessment of the risks to our Nation’s energy security. This shortcoming is what the U.S. Chamber of Commerce’s Institute for 21st Century Energy sought to address by introducing a first-of-a-kind annual Index of U.S. Energy Security Risk. The Index, which covers the years 1970 to 2035, incorporates more than three dozen different measures of energy security risk, covering a wide range of energy supplies, energy end-uses, operations, and environmental emissions. Besides providing a historical look at U.S. energy security, the Index can be used to explain whether our energy security is trending better or worse, to assess the potential impact of new policies on U.S. energy security, and to measure the aspects of energy security that have had, or are likely to have, the greatest impact on energy security risks. By developing a transparent and objective means for measuring the once elusive concept of energy security, the Energy Institute is working to ensure that energy security considerations are more directly incorporated into the policy debates moving forward.

Methods
Data sources, methods, and limitations to be discussed.
Results
The trends provide insight into U.S. efforts and trends over the past 40 years, and provide a sobering picture of a Business-as-Usual future. The 2011 Update was released in August 2011, and will be discussed.
Conclusions

The trends provide insight into U.S. efforts and trends over the past 40 years, and provide a sobering picture of a Business-as-Usual future. The 2011 Update was released in August 2011, and will be discussed.
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