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States and regional organizations have been in the forefront of programs to address climate change  in the United States.  The Supreme Court’s decision in Massachusetts v. Environmental Protection Agency  means that a strong federal response is now also inevitable. Expeditious implementation of a federal program requires that existing state and regional programs be coordinated and incorporated into a federal program.  The federal  Clean Air Act provides a medium for accomplishing this.  Scale up of the climate mitigation planning efforts of twenty states suggests that an effective federal response can be achieved expeditiously at economy-wide net cost savings, provided all socio-economic sectors are addressed and vertical and horizontal linkages are considered through a mixture of policy tools.  Analysis of the portfolios of policy tools identified in state climate plans indicates that many essential policy tools fall exclusively within state jurisdiction.  Planning and implementation at the state level is critical for identifying the mix of technical and policy approaches that will be most effective and coordinating mechanisms across sectors.  The state implementation planning mechanism creates by the Clean Air Act can be adapted to allow federal coordination and oversight of the full range of state, local and federal policy mechanisms necessary for cost-effective reductions of greenhouse gas emissions.  The paper examines the nergy and economic implications of this “federal-state blueprint.”
