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Overview
Smart cities have become one of the most emerging urban development concepts in the past decade. A concept that encapsulates the initiatives of improving the “Quality of Life” of the citizins by addressing “Wicked” global issues such as Climate Change, Waste Management, and Energy Transition. In this paper, we will investigate three identified pillars of developing smart cities, People, Technology, and the Environment. The contribution of individuals in a community plays an essential role in sustainable urbanization. Leveraging advanced technological solutions such as Big Data and Artificial Intelligence (AI) can increase the efficiency of many aspects of urban life. We focus on these two pillars to create a system that preserves the Environment by utilizing the combination of the contribution of People and the capabilities of Technology to achieve sustainable energy use. We will analyze the underlying indicators of smart cities under the identified pillars and discuss some scenarios of current and emerging smart city development initiatives to draw insights and conclusions that address the identified pillars and how they intertwine.
Methods
In this paper, we will explore the interrelation of the three identified pillars People, Technology, and the Environment. These pillars were identified in the context of this paper by the analysis of an amalgamation of the characteristics of what makes a smart city “smart.” We will identify and analyze different perspectives as possible indicators of a citizen-centered smart city that focuses on human needs and sustainability. We propose a qualitative Thematic approach that will identify and analyze different perspectives and patterns as possible indicators of a citizen-centered smart city that focuses on human needs and sustainability. Our sources will include open-data sources, literature on existing or prospective smart cities, and other smart-city frameworks.
Results
We will discuss and identify possible indicators that revolve around the pillars which could possibly act as a potential framework of the sustainable development of smart cities. The results will include a cascading relationship between the indicators and the pillars identified showing how each indicator is networked towards achieving sustainable urban development.

Conclusions
To develop an inclusive, sustainable and resilient smart city, the role of citizens is of absolute importance. Leveraging the technologies and the capabilities of IoT, AI, and Big Data will help optimize the operations of various dimensions of the quality of living, such as health, energy efficiency, independence, and mobility. Understanding the needs of the people and developing the cities around their needs is a key factor in achieving quality of life in the smart city.
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