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In Turkey, political powers have, since the 1980’s, promoted privatizations for well known economic purposes. However, the reluctance to deal with constitutional issues raises the costs of privatization. The privatization of strategic sectors such as energy renders the conflict much more serious.

Privatization initiatives in Energy sector have generally failed essentially due to legal disqualification. While in some cases the government was unable to provide a suitable legal infrastructure, in others the lack of appropriate judicial criteria has prevented successful privatization. In rare cases, ideological considerations have seemed to prevail in judicial review. Nevertheless, we recognize a significant change since late 1990’s.

The privatization experience in the Turkish electricity industry seems to be interesting for observing how globalization via international investment in the privatization of an emerging country’s strategic sector deals with local patriotic reactions arising from various national entities, including the national judiciary.

