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Executive summary

Motivations underlying the research

Energy and climate scenarios, and all other scenarios, are controversial, because they touch
strategic issues, and also affect very basic operational discussion, such as the choice of the fuel
mix, or the degree of trading between companies and nations. This article documents a
controversial exchange of ideas via email between the two opponents, about energy and climate
scenarios, following the Plenary Session on “Long-term Energy Scenarios at the 4lst
International IAEE conference in Groningen (June 12, 2018), concretely between June 16 and 22,
2018 (with the panel organizers and IAEE staff always kept in cc). One of the opponents,
Michael Jefferson, contributed to the first scenario exercise by Shell, the World Energy Council,
and others; the other opponent, Christian Breyer, is Professor of Solar Economy at LUT
University, and focusses on scenarios with 100% renewable energies. In addition to the lively and
open debate, the controversy also contains a wealth of important references to scenario analysis.
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